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Doctrines of Civil Government
Session #12
Healing the Land

Christians naturally desire righteousness in a nation.  They are the ones who hunger and thirst for righteousness (Matthew 6:33); they look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells (2 Peter 3:13).  And Jesus taught us to pray, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10); and we know that righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people (Proverbs 14:34).  There is a God who blesses righteousness and judges sin.  Accordingly, it is understandable why the Christian community has great concerned over the moral condition of America.  And hence, the Christian community evangelizes, disciples, and supports righteous laws.  
The atheist assumes the success of a nation is based on political systems, natural resources, education, and various freedoms.  However, Christians recognize from Scripture that national prosperity is a function of the people’s fidelity to God.  No man is an island unto himself.  “For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself” (Romans 14:7).  The sin of a few may curse the entire nation.  As in the case of the Old Testament character Achan, the entire nation lost the battle due to the sin of one family.  Achan’s sin was Israel’s sin. There is corporate responsibility.

Israel has sinned, and they have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. And they have even taken some of the things under the ban and have both stolen and deceived. Moreover, they have also put them among their own things. (Joshua 7:11) 

National outcomes are not solely a matter of built-in consequences for behavior, but the hand of God supernaturally blesses or curses a nation according to the spiritual condition of the people.  This is basic Christianity 101, and a well-known text in this regard is 2 Chronicles 7:14.  At every Christian political gathering, this text is often quoted.
If My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:14) 
Both times Ronald Reagan was sworn into office, he had his hand on the Bible opened to 2 Chronicles 7:14. It is good for the president to know the Bible and to appreciate the truth that the nation's success is based on obedience to God.  The subject of this session is what this text truly means and how it should be applied. The basic point of this text is obvious and ought to be taken seriously.  Nations need to repent!  Just as the Assyrian Empire repented under the preaching of Jonah (Jonah 3:5,10). 
The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. (Matthew 12:41)
In any examination of 2 Chronicles 7:14, we don’t want to be hardened to truth by pride and intellectual wranglings.  God is commanding all men everywhere to repent, and there is no blessing without turning from sin (Acts 17:30).  Notwithstanding, we must recognize that there are many misinterpretations of this text that must be exposed and corrected.  One popular error claims that if “Christians” in America get right with God, America will be healed. After all, the text says, “If my people.”
A prominent evangelical leader, in addressing his denominational convention, said the following.  (I will not share the name because the point is not the individual but the prevalence of the error)
"What 2 Chronicles 7:14 tells me is that the future of America doesn't depend on what the lost people do; the future of America depends on what the saved people do.  So, Southern Baptists need to get revived. They need to have revival in churches all across this country, in the hearts of believers.” 

Certainly, if Southern Baptist members are dead spiritually, they need to be revived. Nevertheless, we see in this statement the questionable theology that by their faithfulness and obedience, Christians are promised that the country will be saved from decline and judgment. This is an all-too-common conclusion drawn from 2 Chronicles 7:14, but is it such a serious blunder? After all, the main point being made is that Christians ought to live holy lives, and that is a good thing.  Nevertheless, we should be concerned about certain false hopes and expectations that inevitably arise from this misinterpretation of the text.  The Christian community might be better served by learning that Christian faithfulness may not save America, and that saving America may not be the primary goal. At the very least, we should understand from prophecy that at the end of this age, God will allow the wicked to take over the institutions of government so that the world may be judged (2 Thessalonians 2:12).  This will happen despite the faithfulness of the saints (Revelation 12:11)
In the days preceding Israel’s judgment, the prophet Jeremiah faced many false prophets who claimed that Israel would be saved. At this point in Israel’s history, God told Jeremiah to act in a way that, on the surface, appeared to contradict 2 Chronicles 7:14.  God told Jeremiah not to pray for the people!
As for you, do not pray for this people, and do not lift up cry or prayer for them, and do not intercede with Me; for I do not hear you. (Jeremiah 7:16)
Therefore, do not pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for them; for I will not listen when they call to Me because of their disaster. (Jeremiah 11:14)
So the Lord said to me, ‘Do not pray for the welfare of this people. When they fast, I am not going to listen to their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and grain offering, I am not going to accept them. Rather I am going to make an end of them by the sword, famine and pestilence.’ (Jeremiah 14:11–12)
Three times God had to tell Jeremiah not to pray for the national deliverance.  Most likely because this was so contradictory to Jeremiah’s theological understanding, even his awareness of the 2 Chronicles 7:14 command to pray.   It is likely that Jeremiah did not understand how the coming judgment would result in the healing of the land. 

God also instructed the prophet Ezekiel, a contemporary of Jeremiah, that intercession by the righteous will not save a nation overrun with unbelievers.
Even though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job were in its midst, by their own righteousness they could only deliver themselves,” declares the Lord God. (Ezekiel 14:14)
2 Chronicles 7:14 must be balanced with these other texts in the prophets.  Given the Christian revival and Christian influence interpretation of 2 Chronicles 7:14, here are a few questions:
1) What if the 5000 souls that were saved at Pentecost (those that made up the early church in Jerusalem) humbled themselves, prayed, and turned from their wicked ways?  Would Israel be healed?  Would God have stopped the Romans from burning Jerusalem to the ground? Was the destruction of Israel in AD 70 the fault of an unspiritual church in Jerusalem?

2) What if Noah and his family, the only believers in the pre-flood world, humbled themselves and prayed and sought the face of God and turned from their wicked ways? Would the flood have been averted?

3) Could Elijah and the 7000 that did not bow the knee to Baal, by their prayers and righteousness, save Northern Israel?   Elijah became despondent because he could not effect revival in Northern Israel. He said to God, “Take my life, I am not better than my fathers” (2 Kings 19:4). God then corrected Elijah’s expectations for the nation. Evidently, God’s purpose was not to save the entire nation, but to protect the 7000 who did not bow the knee to Baal.  This certainly sheds light on God's plan and purposes as they relate to 2 Chronicles 7:14.
4) What if prophet Jeremiah and the true believers living in Israel in 600 BC – those called the good figs in Jeremiah 24,  people like Daniel and his three friends – humbled themselves and prayed and sought the face of God and turned from their wicked ways? Would Israel have been saved from the Babylonian invasion in 586 BC?
5) Jesus Christ was the perfect teacher in Israel – He was the perfect man of prayer and holy living – but by his righteousness, the entire nation was not saved, only his sheep were saved. And they were saved for heaven, not for some earthly national prosperity.
Charles Finney, a 19th-century fiery evangelist in North America, is known by Christian patriots for the following quote:

Brethren, our preaching will bear its legitimate fruits.

If immorality prevails in the land, the fault is ours in a great degree.

If there is a decay of conscience, the pulpit is responsible for it.

If the public press lacks moral discrimination, the pulpit is responsible for it.

If the church is degenerated and worldly, the pulpit is responsible for it.

If the world loses its interest in religion, the pulpit is responsible for it.

If Satan rules in our halls of legislation, the pulpit is responsible for it.

If our politics become so corrupt that the very foundations of our government are ready to fall away, the pulpit is responsible for it.

Let us not ignore this fact, my dear brethren; but let us lay it to heart, and be thoroughly awake to our responsibility in respect to the morals of this nation.

Rev. Charles Finney (1792 - 1875)

But the question is, “How should 'the pulpit' be defined?    Jesus said wolves will come in sheep’s clothing. Unrighteous pulpits are not part of the true church.  But the main issue here is whether the minority of true Christians in any country has some sort of promise or power of God to convert the entire population or save the nation.  We must be careful not to blame the people of God for the lostness of the lost or the judgment of God on a nation.  In the Revelation, we do not see that the rise of the anti-Christ, the world's embrace of the anti-Christ, and the ensuing apocalypse are due to any failure on the part of the true church.  America can go into apostasy while the true church is 100% faithful to Christ.  Certainly, Christians can always do better, and Christians are never fully sanctified, but ultimately, the lostness of the lost is the fault of the lost.
We must be careful not to blame the evils of the nation, even the lostness of the world, upon the people of

God. In these last days, the Christian Community might be better served by learning that our faithfulness may not save the nation, and saving America may not be our primary goal. At the end of this age, God has a special plan to remove his restraint upon the wicked, so that the wicked take over the institutions of government, so that the world may be judged 
Interpreting correctly 2 Chronicles 7:14

The misinterpretation of 2 Chronicles is three fold:
1. Its place in the context of the Old Covenant

2. The meaning of the phrase “My People”

3. The meaning of the word “heal” and “land

First, the place of 2 Chronicles 7:14 in the context of the Old Covenant:  The year was about 960 BC.  King Solomon had just finished building the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem.  Previously, the worship of God took place in a tent called the Tabernacle.  At the ceremony dedicating the new temple, King Solomon makes a public prayer dedicating the Temple.  The main point of Solomon’s prayer is to ask God to acknowledge the temple as His house and to hear the people's prayers offered there. God answers by assuring Solomon that He will hear their prayers.  If the people sin, and judgment comes, God will restore the nation from judgment if the people repent and turn from their wicked ways.

Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD and the king’s palace, and successfully completed all that he had planned on doing in the house of the LORD and in his palace. Then the LORD appeared to Solomon at night and said to him, ‘I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice. If I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My people, and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to the prayer offered in this place.’ (2 Chronicles 7:11–15)
Solomon prayer, and God’s answer, were nothing new.  It was a reiteration of the terms of the Mosaic covenant.  Obedience to the law would bring blessing, disobedience would bring cursing and judgment. Five hundred years earlier, in the book of Deuteronomy, God promises restoration if there is repentance.

And you return to the Lord your God and obey Him with all your heart and soul according to all that I command you today, you and your sons, 3then the Lord your God will restore you from captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you. (Deuteronomy 30:2–3)
Shortly after the temple was built, Solomon himself broke the covenant by building temples to foreign gods, turning Jerusalem into an ecumenical city. The remaining 350 years of the nation was a continual downward slide into apostasy. The terms of the Covenant were broken, and just as our first parents, Adam and Eve, sin brings death.  All their descendants, having the same nature, followed the same path.  The Mosaic covenant was the ministry of death and condemnation (2 Corinthians 3:9).  “By the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20).  The promise of 2 Chronicles 7:14 could never be realized because obedience to the law required perfect obedience.  This is Paul’s point in Galatians 3.  God does not grade on a curve.  

For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the Law, to perform them.” (Galatians 3:10)
Second, “My people” refers to all citizens of Israel.  As pointed out earlier, God demonstrated Israel’s corporate responsibility in the case of Achan.  The sin of one man was enough to curse the entire nation.  Moses also explained in Deuteronomy 29:18 that the rebellion of one man, woman, family, or tribe would be enough to curse the land.  We are to understand that God’s grace, not the terms of the law as expressed in 2 Chronicles 7:14, was the operating principle preserving the Jewish nation. The law works wrath (Romans 4:15).  Therefore, even with the promises of 2 Chronicles 7:14, every nation can only expect cursing,
The operation of God’s grace vs. law in the Old Covenant is hard to comprehend, but it is simply this:  Any blessing that comes upon a nation, that may appear to come about because of a few righteous individuals, still has to be by God’s Grace.  Because even the righteousness of the few does not measure up.  All our righteousness is as filthy rages in God’s sight (Isaiah 64:6).  And even the righteousness of the few is generated by the Grace of God working through the Holy Spirit.  What we see in the history of Israel under the Old Covenant is God’s unmerited grace sustaining the people despite the terms of the Mosaic covenant.  If it were strictly a matter of the Mosaic covenant, the people would have been destroyed at Mount Sinai.

The operation of Grace for the salvation of God’s chosen, explains why God would give the wicked King Ahab and his wife Jezebel victory of the Aramean army, and how King David could commit heinous crimes and God would take away his sin, And how the prophet Haggai, after pronouncing that all of Israel is unclean, then declare that from this moment on God would bless them.

Then Haggai said, ‘So is this people. And so is this nation before Me,’ declares the LORD, ‘and so is every work of their hands; and what they offer there is unclean. . . Is the seed still in the barn? Even including the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree, it has not borne fruit. Yet from this day on I will bless you.’   (Haggai 2:14, 19)
God was preserving the nation by grace so that Christ would have a nation to come to, and there would be a people to save

Now, as far as “the Land” is concerned, we must differentiate between the Old and New Covenants. The Old Covenant emphasizes the promise of earthly blessings. The New Covenant emphasizes the promise of the real, permanent, heavenly blessings, with persecutions in this life.  Even before the Mosaic Covenant, Abraham understood that the land he was ultimately seeking was a heavenly city, not real-estate in the Middle-East. 

For he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. (Hebrews 11:10)
But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them. (Hebrews 11:16)
In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul does not encourage the Church with the promise of earthly prosperity; instead, spiritual blessings and a heavenly citizenship.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. (Ephesians 1:3)
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; (Philippians 3:20)

In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. (John 14:2)
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; (Matthew 6:19–20)
For the people of God, even during the Old Covenant, they would have tribulation, not necessarily earthly prosperity, because this world is at enmity with God.  The inheritance for the people of God is future.  And this explains why, even though righteous prophets in the Old Testament wandered in deserts, mountains, caves, and holes in the ground (Hebrews 11:38), they were still recipients of God’s land promise.

John Calvin’s commentary is a good example of evangelical theology on this issue. 
God does not appear, as of old, as the rewarder of His people by earthly blessings; and this because we “are dead, and our life is hid with Christ in God;” because it becomes us to be conformed to our Head, and through many tribulations to enter the kingdom of heaven. . . 

In short, let us no more wonder that the Israelites were only attracted and alarmed by temporal rewards and punishments, than that the land of Canaan was to them a symbol of their eternal inheritance, in which, nevertheless, they confessed themselves strangers and pilgrims; from whence the Apostle correctly concludes, that they desired a better country.  (John Calvin commentary on Leviticus 26)
This is the message in the book of Hebrews.  The Mosaic covenant was only a copy or shadow of the heavenly things and symbols for the present time. Today, we preach the real inheritance.

Who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things . . .  (Hebrews 8:5)
But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. (Hebrews 8:6)
Which is a symbol for the present time. . . (Hebrews 9:9)
2 Chronicles 7:14 is not a promise that a minority of Christians in a nation can, by repentance and prayer, save a wicked nation from judgment. Nevertheless, this text still needs to be preached to the unsaved world.  An erroneous interpretation should not diminish the importance of national repentance.  “If people humble themselves and pray and seek God’s face and turn from their wicked ways, then God will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” But as messengers of the New Covenant, the land that ought to be emphasized is not America, but the greater heavenly inheritance.  That is where the true prosperity and blessing will be found.  

For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?  (Luke 9:25)
In this life, God certainly provides His people with many temporal earthly blessings, and He may bless a nation's relative righteousness as a sign that His ways are good, but the promise of the Gospel is not heaven on earth. Christians are rescuing people from this present evil age (Galatians 1:4).  The New Testament church does not preach earthly prosperity.
What God does with America, or any nation, is no longer directly correlated to the obedience of His people. God’s works according to the redemption of His people. God will bring upon a nation that which will best accomplish the great commission and salvation of souls for the Kingdom of heaven.   

Let’s preach 2 Chronicles 7:14 in the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  May Jesus Christ reign.

Discussion Questions - Session #12 – Healing the Land
Part 1 (0-13:27)
1. Why are Christians greatly concerned about the morality of the nation?
2. To what does the secular worldview attribute national peace and prosperity in comparison to the Christian worldview?

3. What is the promise that some Evangelicals mistakenly find in 2 Chronicles 7:14?
4. In contrast to 2 Chronicles 7:14, why were Jeremiah and Ezekiel told not to pray for the people?  What specific request were the prophets not to pray for?

5. In AD 70, could the Jerusalem Church save the nation of Israel by their prayers and repentance? 
6. In 850 BC, could Elijah save Northern Israel by his prayers and repentance?
7. In 605 BC, could Jeremiah save Judah from the Babylonian invasion by his prayers and repentance?
8. In AD 30, could Christ and His disciples save all of Israel by their righteousness?  
9. Who is ultimately to blame for the lostness of the lost?

10. In Charles Finny’s thesis which blames the pulpits for national corruption, Are the true pulpits and true church to blame? 
Part 2 (13:27-25:26)
11. Was God’s answer to Solomon in 2 Chronicles 7:14 any different than the terms of the Mosaic Covenant?
12.  Did Israel ever keep the terms of the Mosaic Covenant so as to deserve the blessing promised in 2 Chronicles 7:14?

13.  Are “My people” all the citizens of Israel or the true believers?

14. What principle was operating during the Old Covenant that allowed for the nation’s peace and prosperity? (Romans 3:25)

15.  Why did God tell Haggai that the nation was unclean, but from here on I will bless you? (Haggai 2:14, 19)
16.  What “land” was Abraham ultimately looking for?
17.  What is the difference between the Leviticus 26:3-4 Old Covenant promise and the Ephesians 1:3 New Covenant promise?

18. Although God may bless relative righteousness, to demonstrate the blessing of obedience, what is God’s higher purpose in either prospering or judging a nation?

Additional Studies and Discussion Questions for Session #12 – Healing the Land
(1) It was likely a surprise for the ancient Israelite to hear the message from the prophets that the destruction of Jerusalem and the exile would be the healing of the land.  The prayer of the righteous for deliverance was answered in the judgment.  (Isaiah 4:4; Ezekiel 22:15; Zechariah 13:9).  Discuss this truth and how God answers our prayers in ways we do not imagine.

(2) In the days of the church, Father Augustine, Roman, was sacked by the Visigoths (AD 410).  This occasioned much scorn toward Christianity because, after Christianity was declared the state religion (AD 381), the Roman Empire continued to experience decline. Augustine wrote his great work, The City of God, as a response to this complaint. He explained that the Roman public wasn’t truly Christian and that the Gospel promises heavenly blessings.  Augustine was, in effect, wrestling with the application of 2 Chronicles 7:14.  Discuss how the breakup of the Roman Empire would result in the deliverance of God’s people.  Consider how this would also be the prophetic fulfillment of Daniel 2:41.
* Discuss how the earthly promises of the Old Covenant differ from the heavenly promises of the New Covenant 
You shall keep My sabbaths and reverence My sanctuary; I am the LORD. If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments so as to carry them out, then I shall give you rains in their season, so that the land will yield its produce and the trees of the field will bear their fruit. (Leviticus 26:2–4)
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, (Ephesians 1:3)
(3) Confusion over the Old Testament versus the New Testament promise is behind the error of the Prosperity Gospel.  This error also leads to unbiblical conclusions about the causes and effects of national prosperity.  Discuss how earthly prosperity is not always a sign of righteousness, and earthly loss is not always a sign of cursing.  For additional study, consider Calvin’s commentary on Leviticus 26:3-4
God for the most part shewed forth by external proofs that He was favorably disposed to His people or offended with them. Because now-a-days God does not openly take vengeance on sins as of old. Fanatics infer that He has almost changed His nature; nay, on this pretense, the Manicheans imagined that the God of Israel was different from ours. But this error springs from gross and disgraceful ignorance; for, by not distinguishing His different modes of dealing, they do not hesitate impiously to cut God Himself in two. 

The earth does not now cleave asunder to swallow up the rebellious: God does not now thunder from heaven as against Sodom: He does not now send fire upon wicked cities as He did in the Israelitish camp: fiery serpents are not sent forth to inflict deadly bites: in a word, such manifest instances of punishment are not daily presented before our eyes to make God terrible to us; and for this reason, because the voice of the Gospel sounds much more clearly in our ears, like the sound of a trumpet, whereby we are summoned to the heavenly tribunal of Christ.  
Let us then learn to tremble at that sentence, which banishes all the wicked from the kingdom of God. So, on the other hand, God does not appear, as of old, as the rewarder of His people by earthly blessings; and this because we “are dead, and our life is hid with Christ in God;” because it becomes us to be conformed to our Head, and through many tribulations to enter the kingdom of heaven. Thus, the greater are the adversities that oppress us, the more cheerfully it behooves us to lift up our heads, until Christ shall gather us into the fellowship of His glory, and to pursue the course of our calling for the hope which is set before us in heaven; in a word,
I admit, indeed, the truth of what Paul teaches, that “godliness” even now has “the promise of the life that now is, as well as of that which is to come,” (1 Timothy 4:8;) and assuredly believers already taste on earth of that blessedness which they shall hereafter enjoy in its fullness. God also inflicts His judgments on the ungodly in order to remind us of the last judgment; but still the distinction to which I have adverted is obvious, that since God has opened to us the heavenly life in the Gospel, He now calls us directly to it, whereas He led the Fathers to it as it were by steps. For this reason Paul elsewhere teaches, that believers are afflicted in this world as

“a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that they may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God for which they also suffer, seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense,” etc. (2 Thessalonians 1:5.)

In short, let us no more wonder that the Israelites were only attracted and alarmed by temporal rewards and punishments, than that the land of Canaan was to them a symbol of their eternal inheritance, in which, nevertheless, they confessed themselves strangers and pilgrims; from whence the Apostle correctly concludes, that they desired a better country.

 (Calvin’s commentary on Leviticus 26:3-4) 

